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6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 
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Paper NoVMail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or a 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Charles R. Matson on March 15, 2004. The application has been amended as follows: 

2. The following changes have been made to the application in order to clearly describe the 
invention and to define the claimed invention over the prior art of record: 

Claims 1-19, 21-26, 28 and 44 have been replaced with: 

— Claim 1. A device for laying out a bowling ball, said device comprising: a semi-spherical base 
portion, having a center adapted to substantially rest on a curved surface of the bowling ball, the 
perimeter of said base portion including degree indicators; and at least four curved arms adapted 
to substantially zest on the curved surface of the bowling ball, said arms including length 
measurement indicators, said arms connected with and extending from said base portion; 
wherein at least two of said arms are adapted to rotate about the center of said semi-spherical 
base portion; and whereby said center contacts the curved surface of the bowling ball and said at 
least four arms extend along the curved surface of the bowling ball when laving out the bowline 
ball. 

Claim 2. The device in claim 1, wherein at least two of said arms are formed integrally with said 
base portion. 
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Claim 3. The device in claim 1, wherein at least one of said plurality of arms defines an arc of at 
least 90 degrees. 

Claim 4. The device in claim 1 5 wherein each of said arms is constructed of a flexible material. 
Claim 5. The device in claim 1, wherein an edge of each of said at least four arms is aligned with 
the center of said base portion. 

Claim 6. The device in claim 1, wherein said base portion has a partially spherical shape. 
Claim 7. The device in claim 1, wherein at least two of said arms extend in opposite directions 
from the center. 

Claim 8. A device for laying out a bowling ball, said device comprising a semi-spherical base 
portion adapted to substantially rest on a curved surface of the bowling ball, said base portion 
defined by a solid perimeter portion including degree indicators, a substantially open middle 
portion, and a center portion, including a center aperture, joined with said perimeter portion; and 
at least four curved arms adapted to substantially rest on the curved surface of the bowling ball, 
said arms including length measurement indicators, said arms connected with and extending 
from said center portion of said semi-spherical base portion; wherein at least two of said arms are 
adapted to rotate about said center aperture of said center portion; and whereby said 
semi-spherical base portion contacts a curved surface of the bowling ball and said at least four 
curved arms extend along the curved surface of the bowling ball when laying out the bowling 
ball. 

Claim 9. The device in claim 8, wherein at least two of said arms are integral to said base 
portion. 
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Claim 10. The device in claim 8, wherein at least one of said plurality of arms defines an arc of 
at least 90 degrees. 

Claim 11. The device in claim 8, wherein said device further comprises a collar that attaches said 
at least two arms not integral to said base portion with said base portion. 
Claim 12. The device in claim 8, wherein each of said arms is constructed of a flexible material. 
Claim 13. The device in claim 8, wherein an edge or each of said at least four arms is aligned 
with the center of said center aperture in said center portion. 

Claim 14. The device in claim 8, wherein at least two of said arms extend in opposite directions 
from said center portion of said base portion. 

Claim 15. A device for laying out a bowling ball, said device comprising: a semi-spherical base 
portion adapted to substantially rest on a curved surface of the bowling ball, the perimeter of said 
base portion including degree indicators and the center of said base portion including an 
aperture; and at least three curved arms adapted to substantially rest on the curved surface of the 
bowling ball, said arms including length measurement indicators, said arms connected with and 
extending from said semi-spherical base portion; wherein at least one of said arms is adapted to 
rotate about the center of said semi spherical base portion.: and whereby said semi-spherical base 
portion contacts a curved surface of a bowling ball and said at least three arms extend along the 
curved surface of the bowling ball when laying out the bowline. 

Claim 16. The device in claim 15, wherein at least two of said arms are integral to said base 
portion. 
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Claim 17. The device in claim 15, wherein one of said arms is not integral to said base portion. 
Claim 18. The device in claim 15, wherein said device further comprises a collar that attaches 
said arm not integral to said base portion with said base portion. 

Claiml9. The device in claim 15, wherein an edge; of each of said at least three anus is aligned 
with the center of said aperture in said base portion. 

Claim 21. The device in claim 15, wherein at least two of said arms extend in opposite directions 
from the center. 

Claim 22. A device for laying out a bowling ball having a spherical shape and a curved outer 
surface, said device comprising: a semi-spherical base portion adapted to substantially rest on a 
curved surface of the bowling ball, said base portion defined by a center portion including degree 
indicators and including a center aperture; and at least four curved arms adapted to substantially 
rest on the curved surface of the bowling ball including length measurement indicators, said arms 
connected with and extending from said center portion of said semi-spherical base portion; 
wherein at least two of said arms are adapted to rotate about said center aperture of said center 
portion: and whereby said semi-spherical base -portion contacts the curved outer surface of the 
bowling ball and said at least four curved arms extend along the curved outer surface of the 
bowling ball when laying out the bowling ball. 

Claim 23. The device in claim 22, wherein at least two of said arms are integral to said base 
portion. 

Claim 24. The device in claim 22, wherein at least two of said arms are not integral to said base 
portion. 
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Claim 25. The device in claim 22, wherein said device further comprises a collar that attaches 
said at least two arms not integral to said base portion with said base portion. 
Claim 26. The device in claim 22, wherein an edge of each of said at least four arms is aligned 
with the center of said center aperture in said center portion. 

Claim 28. The device in claim 22, wherein at least two of said arms extend in opposite directions 
from said center portion of said base portion. 

Claim 44. A device for laying out a bowling ball, said device comprising: a semi-spherical base 
portion, having a center adapted to substantially rest on a curved surface of the bowling ball; and 
at least two curved arms adapted to substantially rest on the curved surface of the bowling ball 
connected with and extending from the base portion; wherein a third arm is curved to extend 
along the caned surface of the bowling ball, and is adapted to rotate about the center of said base 
portion; and whereby said center contacts a curved surface of the bowling ball and said at least 
two curved arms extend along the curved surface of the bowling ball when laying out the 
bowling ball. -- 

3. Claims 20, 27 and 29-43 have been cancelled. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance for Claims 1-19, 21 
26, 28 and 44: the prior art does not disclose or suggest a device wherein a center contacts a 
curved surface of a bowling ball and at least two curved arms extend along the curved surface of 
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the bowling ball when laying out the bowling ball in combination with the remaining limitations 
of the claims. Furthermore, it should be noted that since the bowling ball is positively claimed in 
lines 11-13 of claim 1, lines 12-14 of claim 8, in lines 11-13 of claim 15, in lines 11-13 of claim 
22, and in lines 9-1 1 of claim 44, the examiner has considered that the claims are directed to the 
combination of the bowling ball and the device. Also, applicant acknowledges this combination 
in the remarks filed with the Draft Amendment attached to the Interview Summary. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the a 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tania C. Courson whose telephone number is (571) 272-2239. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00AM to 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego Gutierrez, can be reached on (571) 272-2245. 
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The fax number for this Organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(703) 872-9306. 
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